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 Reetta Kälviäinen, MD, Neurologist, Director of Epilepsy Center, Secretary General of ILAE Chapter in Finland  

Our common vision in ILAE is to “achieve a world in which no person´s life is limited with epilepsy”. Valuable groundbreaking work has been done to achieve this goal during the 100 years since ILAE was founded 1909. However, we are still facing many of the same challenges especially if we think the great silence surrounding epilepsy compared to many other diseases. Therefore I suggest it’s time for change for our work in the European Commission of the ILAE towards more open and active role in the society. 
If I am elected I would emphasize the following points in my work:  
1. We should be able to elevate the status of epileptology among professionals in order to recruit new, talented people to achieve scientific progress and to better take care of our patients in future. 
2. We need to change the image of ILAE to an open, easily approachable and visible world-wide organization, where everyone’s opinion is respected.
3. We need to continue to develop diagnostic and therapeutic standards in Europe and throughout the world. With these standards we can work towards achieving world-wide access to appropriate medical care (accurate diagnoses and effective medical treatment) in collaboration with WHO and local and regional decision makers and by supporting local chapters. 
4. We need to work in close collaboration with IBE and disseminate together the principles of appropriate medical care of epilepsy to the patients and to the lay people world wide. 

5. We need to create networks with other organizations in neurosciences in order to promote epileptology and appropriate care of epilepsy.
6. We need to create new more focused forms of education in addition (or sometimes instead) of general congresses and courses after carefully evaluating the real needs. 

7. We need to come out of shadows ourselves to the media and actively promote scientific work and principles of medical care of epilepsy to the public
Qualifications: I work as the Director of Kuopio Epilepsy Center as well as Docent (Associate Professor) and Project Leader of the Clinical Epilepsy Research at the Department of Neurology at the Kuopio University in Kuopio, Finland. My special research interest is clinical epileptology including the prognostic factors of newly diagnosed epilepsy, the possible progressive nature of the epileptic process as well as cognitive functions and neuroimaging in epilepsy. I am also the director of the epilepsy surgery program of the Kuopio University Hospital (directed both for adults and children). I am the President of the Finnish Chapter of IBE and the Secretary General of Finnish Chapter of ILAE. In 2001-2005 I was the member and from 2007 the secretary of the ILAE Commission for Therapeutic Strategies. I have participated in the preparation of the ILAE therapeutic guidelines. I was the chairperson of the scientific advisory committee of the European Congress of Epileptology in Helsinki 2006. My husband is a pediatric neurologist and epileptologist, who understands my work and supports it fully.
