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11:15 to 14:00
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11:15-11:45 Get Acquainted and Lunch

11:45-12:00 Welcome Address and Opening Remarks

BI Lee, Chairman, CAOA
D. Gil, Secretary, Epilepsy Society of Australia
12:00-12:15 Introduction of Delegates
by JW Dunne ---Chapter and Non-chapter Representatives

12:15-12:25 Address by ILAE President

N Moshe, President, ILAE

12:25-12:45 Report from ILAE
S Wiebe, General Secretary, ILAE

12:45-13:30 Report from CAOA; 

Annual Report ----------------------------------BI Lee, Chairman, CAOA 

 Budget ------------------------------------------- JJ Tsai, Treasure, CAOA

ASEPA -----------------------------------------CT Tan, Chairman, ASEPA

Website -----------------------------------------------S Kaneko, Chairman, 
Information Committee
Research Task Force --------------------------P Kwan, Chairman, RTF

GCAE -----------------------------------E. Somerville, Chairman, GCAE

 

OAEA --------------------------------JW Dunne, Gen. Secretary, CAOA


9th AOEC ----------------------J Casanova-Gutierrez, President, PES                                          R. Holmes, Director, IDM office

13:30-14:00   Q & A and general discussion

14:00         Adjourn
1. Welcome Address and Opening Remarks

Byung-In Lee opened the meeting and welcomed everybody. He began by explaining that the new Commission on Asian and Oceanian Affairs (CAOA) has been busy formulating plans for 2009-2013 under Nico Moshe’s leadership. 

Two initial meetings took place in Seoul, Sept 26 2009 and Hanoi Apr 16 2010. 

New initiatives as a result of these meetings are:

· CAOA website led by Sunao Kaneko of Japan. 

· Asian and Oceanian Outstanding Achievement Award led by John Dunne.

He concluded by saying that he hopes the Chapters will use the website to communicate better with the Commission – the aim being to improve the standards of care in Epilepsy in this region. 

Deepak Gil of the Australian Chapter spoke next stating that now there are 20 countries involved in the region today and the work that the CAOA is carrying out is both exciting and important. The Australian Chapter is very pleased to continue to make strong connections in the region. He welcomed everyone to Melbourne. 

2. John W. Dunne took the roll call. 

Australia - Present

Bangladesh - Present

China - Present

Hong Kong - Present

India - Present


Indonesia - Present

Japan - Present

Malaysia - Present

Mongolia - Absent
Nepal - Present

New Zealand - Present

Pakistan - Present

Phjilippines - Present

Singapore - Present

South Korea - Present

Taiwan - Present

Thailand – Present
Uzbekistan – Absent
Vietnam - Absent
(Countries invited where no ILAE Chapter exists)

Cambodia - Absent
Laos - Absent
Myanmar - Present

Sri Lanka – Present
3. Nico Moshe began by reminding everyone how important this region is to the ILAE not least because it is a region where many new initiatives are born. The ILAE will, in the next three years, introduce more new initiatives aimed at improving people’s lives. These will be part of a global initiative where the ILAE will work with the World Health Organisation.


The first programme is aimed at politicians; he asked the Chapters to work together to approach politicians to raise the profile of Epilepsy. Ernie Somerville is the representative for this initiative in this region – a man with significant knowledge and experience in the treatment gap. The aim of the initiative will be to address the gaps in the following areas – knowledge, diagnosis, education, treatment, legislation, social advocacy. Research will be an important component of this. 

The message to politicians must be short and simple – like a slogan and it must highlight just how dangerous epilepsy can be e.g ‘epilepsy deadly or curable, you decide’. It is important to choose slogans that recognise the terrible impact of epilepsy. The ILAE will also work with ‘Autism Speaks’ as a lot of people who have autism also have epilepsy. These kind of partnerships will help raise our profile further. 

Turning to the ILAE Constitution, he explained the proposed changes which will be voted on next year in Rome at the 29th International Epilepsy Congress. In addition to the current four person Management Committee it is proposed that there will be regional chairs elected by the constituents (one vote per Chapter). These chairs will sit with the Executive Committee and give a voice to every region and ensure better co-ordination of international programs. 

Next, he raised the issue of ‘Conflict of Interest’ which is currently a problem in the US and Europe. The ILAE has to make relationships with people who are selling pharmaceuticals and it is important to declare such relationships. He urged each Chapter President to collect these and sign them. This information will then be posted on the ILAE website – simply stating where the conflict of interest lies.

4. BI Lee presented the annual report, outlining the aims and missions of the CAOA and action plans. These include: enhancement of educational and training activities in conjunction with ASEPA; the construction of a CAOA and ASEPA website linked to the ILAE and regional chapter sites; stimulating clinical and translational research; promoting new chapter formation (possibly Sri Lanka and Myanmar in the near future); facilitating the global campaign/outreach activities (lead by E Somerville); facilitating interactions and communications amongst chapters and commissions;  and initiation of the Asian and Oceanian Outstanding Achievement Epilepsy Wward. The commission report 2009/2010 was distributed to those present. 


5. Jing Jane Tsai presented the CAOA budget outlining expenditures from meetings, educational initiatives, symposia and scientific sessions held at congresses and other meetings, and projects including the website and newsletter.
Budget Summary – 4 Year Projections
	Expenses
	Total
	Estimates per year

	
	
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	1.  Business Meetings
	66600
	10200
	23100
	10200
	23100

	2.  Educational Initiatives
	196800
	51700
	46700
	51700
	46700

	3.  Workshops & Symposia
	80000
	40000
	
	40000
	

	4.  Projects:
	
	
	
	
	

	  A.Website/Newsletter
	4000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000

	  B.Research Task Force
	4000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000

	C.GCAE 
	4000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000

	  D.Epilepsy Award
	4000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000

	5. Staff Support
	
	
	
	
	

	6.  Conference Calls
	800
	200
	200
	200
	200

	7. Website 
	4,500
	3,000
	500
	500
	500

	8. Other
	20800
	5200
	5200
	5200
	5200

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	385500
	114300
	79700
	111800
	79700

	NET BALANCE:
	385500
	114300
	79700
	111800
	79700


Expense plans for Resources other than ILAE support are described in the Budget Summary(in bold letter)

B.2010 allocated budget for Asia-Oceanian Affairs Commission
	COMMISSION
	List of Expenses
	2010 requested  budget  US$
	2010 allocated budget US$

	Asia-Oceanian Affairs Commission
	Business Meeting (Melbourne, 8th AOEC)
	12,000
	12,000*

	
	Melbourne Chapter Convention (support for Chapter delegates)
	10,000
	10,000

	
	Educational Initiatives (ASEPA teaching courses & Epilepsy Fellowship)
	59,000
	59,000

	
	Bursaries to support participation of needy congress attendees (in addition to those already approved and transferred to congress budget)
	no specific amount requested
	 5,000

 

	
	Newsletter
	1,000
	1,000

	
	Research Task Force
	1,000
	1,000

	
	Project: GCAE
	6,000
	6,000

	
	Epilepsy Award
	1,000
	 1,000

	
	Conference Calls
	200
	 200

	
	Website 
	3,000
	3000 

	
	Other: Travel expenses for liasions
	5,200
	 5,200

	
	 
	98,400
	103,400


SH Lim (Singapore) indicated that the budget should include support for the chapter convention, attempting to get at least 1 person attending from each chapter and non-chapter country. 

JP Agrawal (Nepal) asked Jing Jane Tsai and the rest of the CAOA to consider providing more assistance to those countries lacking financial resources, for attendance at the International Epilepsy Congresses. BI Lee referred to bursaries and Chapter Convention budgets both of which provide such assistance. In addition, the CAOA is currently focused on providing financial assistance to delegates from non-Chapter countries. If any resources remain after that then they can consider the Nepalese request. Unfortunately requests this time were received after the budget was allocated so timing is very important. 

6. CT Tan outlined ASEPA’s main four activities, comprising: epilepsy workshops (approximately 12 per year funded by various sources); the EEG certification examination directed by SH Lim;  educational fellowships supported by ASEPA, the Epilepsy Research Foundation of Japan and Epilepsy Society of Australia; and publications of the AOEC proceedings in Neurology Asia.
Workshops: - In 2011 there are proposals for 10 workshops, that will be held in China, India, Malaysia, Indonesia, Bangladesh and Taiwan. Plans are underway for a summer school in China. The education commission hopes to include the educational materials from workshops to be placed on the CAOA website. 

EEG: - CT Tan acknowledged the work of SH Lim Dr. Lim in establishing and continuing to direct the ASEPA/ASNA EEG certification examination. Currently 260 candidates have sat Part 1 and 60% of these have passed. Currently 260 candidates have sat the part I written examination and 120 candidates of the part II oral examination, each with an approximately 2 out of 3 pass rate.
WP Liao (China) indicated that the examination promotes better training in EEG both in medical and non-medical staff. Almost 10,000 technicians in China perform and report EEG. The certification examination has been very popular, and has an important impact in improving quality of EEG. One month ago a detailed proposal and report recommended that the examination be made a part of the EEG qualification process. Next year it will form a formal part of credentialing recognised by the Chinese Ministry of Health.

J Dunne (Australia) indicated that countries like Australia currently do not have credentialing for EEG, and that the the Australian societies support the certification examination and are encouraging trainees to take it.

T Tanaka (Japan) asked whether there was any intention to have some link with the Japanese or American EEG boards.

SH Lim indicated that the certification examination was developed based on the American boards and that its purpose was to elevate the standing of EEG and a first step in improving EEG education and standards. The certification examination has developed over 5 years with increasing recognition and adoption, including China.

Fellowships: each year six fellowships are granted lasting from six months to one year. Japan in particular and Australia were thanked for their generous support of this initiative. Applications for next year are now closed. However if you are aware of some young people who can benefit please make this known to us and we will try to assist. 
CT Tan made available copies of the Neurology Asia supplement including proceedings of the 7th AOEC congress. He indicated that the proceedings were also available on the website. He requested volunteers for assistance with editing the current proceedings, a large task for which he needs help. 

Question: Is it possible to connect it to the EEG Board examination? If we want to see more people sit the EEG exams we must introduce some incentive e.g. certification. If this certification is linked to EEG Boards we will achieve this. 

Shih Hui answered by saying that Part 1 of the EEG exam came to the region in Indonesia first. The only place to sit the exam before this was in America for which one had to spend 12 months training. We have no control about how to train an EEG technician but we can set a standard. Recognition has been gained in this part of the world as a result. The ILAE was the only organisation to recognise this exam and certification. It is not prestigious but many people are satisfied with their certification and it is enough. 

D Gunawan (Indonesia) suggested the possibility of a visiting professorship, where a teacher may spend several days in an area to provide mentorship and education. 

7. S Kaneko outlined that the CAOA Information Committee meeting would be held on the following day and at that meeting discussions regarding inclusion criteria for the website, maintenance and updating and links will be clarified. 
P Bergin (New Zealand) indicated that he had logged on to the CAOA preliminary website and was impressed by the interface and recommended a link with the EpiNet website to be included.
BI Lee said that an online directory of researchers created by Wendy D’Souza will also be on the CAOA website. 
8. John Dunne introduced the Global Campaign Against Epilepsy (GCAE) and indicated that E Somerville will chair the taskforce meeting on the following day in order to clarify the activities currently happening in every country in formulating the process to collaborate and share plans and developments. The key issues are to reduce the treatment gap in the region. It is also important to identify sources of funding and key partners particularly politicians. The WHO are becoming increasingly aware of the key issues in epilepsy.  ..kl;k;lk;ljkjkljiojukjkljmkljkljkjljkljkljiojjkljkljkln,mnknkjkjlkjkjkl,m,

He indicated that those attending the chapter convention had travelled from many different places over long distances and had many different cultures. However, these many differences are eclipsed by our common purpose: to care for people in need; to allow people with epilepsy to have a better life; and to share ideas, our hopes and burdens. He indicated that he felt fortunate to be able to meet the representatives from so many countries at the meeting. 


He encouraged all present to attend the GCAE parallel session at the AOEC on Saturday 23 October. 

9. BI Lee had announced the Award winners at the Congress Opening Ceremony - in alphabetic order: H Aziz (Pakistan), P Satishchandra (India), T Tanaka (Japan), X Wu (China), K Yagi (Japan).

J Dunne described the genesis of the award and its purpose. Dr Dunne apologised for some confusion regarding the nature of the Award in its inaugural year, and indicated that the process will be improved for the next award nominations in 2 years.

S Moshe indicated his support for this very important Asian-Oceanian regional award, and indicated that this Award should be regarded as having equal standing to the International Ambassador for Epilepsy Award. Both are the highest honour, and both are without financial benefit given the limited funds available.

M Mannan (Bangladesh) agreed that the award was an excellent initiative, but that the selection process needed to take into account insighte from those knowing the candidates.

CT Tan (Malaysia) had already raised the possibility of an advocate during the selection process to add depth to the nature of the process. 

10. 9th AOEC – Josephine Casanova Gutierrez, President of the Philippine Chapter stated that they became a member of ILAE in 1999, two years after they were established. They currently have 205 members, 179 of whom are active members. They hold meetings every two years. 

In 2000 they implemented the ‘Epilepsy Out of the Shadows’ campaign. They have also implemented the Epilepsy Caravan incorporating songs and dancing to educate children (with over 100 schools visited over the past few years). Another initiative is the epilepsy management program with outreach to small villages; and training for GP’s.

They currently run a 10 month GP tutorial and exam to assist with diagnosing epilepsy and overseeing treatment. An examination is set and then the person declared competent. Three graduated in August 2010. The Chapter aims to push education and promotion of epilepsy throughout the country. The National Epilepsy Register is currently being piloted in seven hospitals in Manila with aims to establish it elsewhere. 
Epilepsy week occurs annually with full media launch promoting epilepsy awareness. The Philippines is still under-resourced with two epilepsy surgeons. Education and promotion of epilepsy is provided in the Philippines with the general neurologists knowing who to refer to. The Chapter is honoured to host the next AOEC.

Richard Holmes, International Director of Meetings, stated that the dates for the congress are 21st-25th March 2012 and highlighted the excellent conference facilities in Manila. 

WP Liao (China) raised concern about the safety of Manila, however both Josephine Casanova Gutierrez and Richard Holmes assured all present that it is a safe city indicating that the recent hostage crisis was an isolated incident, mentioned that careful coordination with the police force would occur, and emphasised that Manila is largely a safe, like all other large international cities. N Moshe endorsed this.
Discussion: 

M Mannan (Bangladesh) thanked the AOEC organisers for allowing delegates from resource poor countries to be registered at a lower price given the fact that every dollar counts in developing countries. He requested similar concessions and support for further conferences and congresses. 

BI Lee closed the meeting and thanked everyone for coming. 

