Candidate Statement:  Solomon L. Moshé, MD; Secretary-General ILAE

ILAE members should be proud of our accomplishments since our founding in 1909.  With chapters in nearly 100 countries, the ILAE is the recognized society of medical and allied health professionals sharing the goal of improving the lives of persons with epilepsy throughout the world.  This accomplishment is the result of international teamwork to promote education, training and research, communication of new research findings and guidelines through our congresses and the world-recognized journal Epilepsia, and of novel joint ventures with the World Health Organization (WHO) and other international bodies related to epilepsy. ILAE guidelines and consensus statements, such as the classification of seizures and epilepsy syndromes and standards for optimal diagnosis and care for persons with epilepsy, are respected and applied around the world.  The ILAE has also helped to bring epilepsy “out of the shadows” through the Global Campaign Against Epilepsy.  This important partnership between the ILAE, WHO and the International Bureau for Epilepsy (IBE) has helped to identify medical and financial resources available for epilepsy care by geographic region, determine areas of treatment gaps, and raise awareness and reduce social barriers for individuals with epilepsy.  

In my view the future of the ILAE should be built upon our successes as we modernize and prepare for our second millennium as a global professional society.  During my many years of involvement in international affairs and especially in my capacity as your Secretary-General, I have been privileged to know many of you as colleagues and friends, and have been genuinely impressed by the commitment and dedication of our members.

By drawing on our international pool of talented members, chapter leaders, and regional representatives, my goal will be to pursue our mission, region-by-region, to forge the tools necessary to address the challenges and opportunities of our next hundred years. Each region and country has unique histories, resources, personalities, and faces distinct issues and problems in developing optimal care for persons with epilepsy.  As ILAE President, my primary goal will be to identify region-specific needs and assist chapters and regions in implementing their individual goals by creating effective teams and resources. Then through consensus, determine world-wide strategies to enhance care and eliminate the burden of epilepsy.  

Goals as ILAE President: After numerous discussions with many fellow ILAE chapter members, the following are the major goals I wish to accomplish if elected President.  

Goal A:  To improve the representation and input from members, chapters, and regional commissions in the pursuit of the ILAE mission to “achieve a world in which no person's life is limited by epilepsy”. It is my intention to identify the needs of the League’s stakeholders by chapter and region, and to craft plans and policies to address those needs with an emphasis on productivity, effectiveness, and teamwork. 

Goal B: To increase the opportunity for all professionals involved in the care of persons with epilepsy to become ILAE members, and to have access to the latest medical information and research news.  Countries that lack a local chapter or have a chapter with limited resources are also the ones with the greatest need for epilepsy education and access to current research and resource development.  By creating partnerships with neighboring chapters and regional commissions, the ILAE can identify the local professionals and provide them with access to our congresses, Epilepsia and the other resources necessary to optimally deliver care for persons with epilepsy. 

Goal C:  To improve collaborative international education, training, and research to distribute state-of-the-art knowledge and disseminate medical resources and new treatments that improve the quality of life for all persons with epilepsy regardless of gender, age, or place of birth. These are the next steps in pursuit of the Global Campaign Against Epilepsy. The ILAE should leverage its preeminent position to develop the necessary infrastructure and interactive joint ventures that foster and increase knowledge and create educational opportunities directed toward epilepsy care. We need to fill-in treatment gaps as they are identified in our partnerships with the IBE, WHO and other like-minded organizations.  Also, by effectively using collaborative resources, including those from government and industry, the League should boost epilepsy care and research globally. The continued excellence of Epilepsia is also essential and must be nurtured in the competitive and rapidly changing publishing environment to accurately capture both scientific breakthroughs and regional needs. 

Goal D:  To identify, mentor and develop the next generation of leaders, who should reflect the global constituency of the ILAE.  As an organization, the ILAE should always look toward the future, and this includes developing of the next set of leaders, an essential investment for our global campaign against epilepsy.  
Goal E:  To modernize League operations by applying state-of-the-art management methods and capitalizing on the newest information technologies to speed and simplify collaborations, communication and information exchange between the League, our chapters, regional organizations and especially with IBE, our partner in the delivery of epilepsy care and services.  
Qualifications: The path of my professional life is my best qualification to serve as ILAE President.  I have been an epileptologist for over 30 years taking care of children and adults.  My research interests have focused on understanding the mechanisms underlying epilepsy and its consequences as a function of age and gender.  As the Director of Clinical Neurophysiology, at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, I have had the great fortune to mentor young clinical and basic neuroscientists from all over the world during their formative years.  Many of these talented individuals have returned to their home countries and are now valuable international colleagues.  I have had the privilege to run large volunteer organizations of multidisciplinary epilepsy professionals. I have served as President of the American Epilepsy Society, one of the League’s largest chapters, and as President of the American Clinical Neurophysiology Society.  I have also served on the Executive Board of the Epilepsy Foundation, the American IBE chapter.  Within the ILAE and prior to my term as Secretary-General, I have served on Commissions and Task-forces, actively participated in the ILAE co-sponsored Summer Courses on Epilepsy in Venice, Italy, and have been an Associate Editor of Epilepsia.

As ILAE Secretary-General, I have started to develop and implement some of my goals for the League.  Under my guidance, the ILAE is examining our Constitution and By-Laws to identify ways to enhance geographic representation in leadership, modernize governance, improve operational performance and develop new leaders from throughout the world. We are developing methods to enhance synergy with the WHO, IBE, International Brain Research Organization (IBRO), the publishers of Epilepsia, and governments and corporate sponsors to improve delivery of care and research for persons with epilepsy through our organization. 

I am working closely with regional Commissions to identify their needs and promote education, training and research that are region-specific. Alongside members of the Latin America Commission, we have formed the extremely successful Latin American Academy of Epilepsy.  The North American Commission, of which I was a founding member, has actively been involved in mentoring and collaborating with chapters in Latin America and Africa.  This is the kind of positive interactions between geographic regions that I would like to promote elsewhere in the world.  In Asia-Oceania we helped introduce translational workshops and in Eastern Mediterranean the first regional congress was organized.  Through the Epilepsy Care and Pediatric Commissions, we have coordinated activities with the WHO to create guidelines for diagnosis and treatment of neonatal and infantile seizures. Collaborations have been initiated with IBRO to develop “Epilepsy” schools” in Africa and we initiated conversations with the Gates’ Foundation to provide inexpensive, effective, drugs for Africa and other regions in need. Such partnerships are an effective means to match resources with needs to improve epilepsy care. 
Summary: Today’s clinical and scientific achievements combined with the possibility of rapid dissemination of information world-wide offer the ILAE dazzling possibilities to advance the care of people with epilepsy.  My aim as ILAE President will be to build upon our successes as we modernize our global professional society.  It is important to work together, from the bottom up, taking into account the experiences from all geographic regions to create a world where epilepsy no longer limits anyone.  We must identify and attract the talented women and men from all parts of the globe willing to devote their clinical and research careers to help persons with epilepsy and make their dreams a reality.  As an international organization, we need to provide the necessary educational opportunities, mentoring, and administrative infrastructure for gifted professionals to thrive. We must also create and dispense the necessary resources so that the entire international community benefits with greatest financial effectiveness and productivity. It is essential that the ILAE create clinical and research agendas with benchmarks to measure progress and success. The goals I ascribe to are reachable, and if elected, I look forward to partnering with you to move forward in our second century to achieve our League’s mission.  
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