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The EPNS is a speciality scientific society dedicated to promoting clinical care and scientific research in the field of paediatric neurology, working in close co-operation with national organizations for paediatric neurology (www.epns.info). The objectives of the EPNS are to provide, at an international European level, an outlet for exchange of scientific and professional opinions for the benefit and advancement of the neurosciences, other sciences relevant to the care of children with neurological disorders and their application in infancy, childhood and adolescence; to conduct European scientific meetings in paediatric clinical neurology and developmental neurosciences; to foster  international communication and co-operative research projects; and to encourage international exchange of teachers and trainees or students  in the field of paediatric neurology. The EPNS edits the European Journal of Paediatric Neurology (EJPN - Elsevier), organizes a biennial scientific meeting and a cycle of 6 training and teaching courses. The Society represents the speciality of Paediatric Neurology in the European Union, disposes of a Committee of National Advisers (including representation from all non EU countries) and is at he origin of a European Paediatric Neurology Training Programme.

The ILAE is a "disease-specific" organization representing the wide group of professionals treating epilepsy, one of the most frequent disorders of childhood, of variable expression and prognosis, and a very common symptom of a whole spectrum of diseases of the nervous system in childhood. 

A close collaboration between the EPNS and the ILAE European Advisory Council must be developed focusing on content issues: education, scientific collaboration, development of common guidelines and research protocols at a European level.

A first step towards a closer collaboration on concrete projects can focus on how children with epilepsy are treated in the various European countries and by whom (paediatricians? child neurologists? adult neurologists?). Such an "inventory" will serve as a guide for comprehensive educational activities (common or separate) of both societies. Such a project could be approached by a joined EPNS-ILAE EAC Commission, which could work in close collaboration with the ILAE Pediatrics Commission to allow input from non European countries. Lack of controlled studies for the use of AEDs in children is another major issue, and this could also be a field of close collaboration (EPNS and Therapeutic Strategies Commission). Last but not least the development of children's epilepsy care in resource-poor countries could be a major goal of the collaboration between EPNS and ILAE (common educational activities, participation in the EPNS training courses from those countries etc.).

